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AMONASRO IN AIDA
OPERA BASTILLE, PARIS
JUNE 13, 16, 19, 22 & 25;
JULY 9 & 12, 2016

RIGOLETTO
DEUTSCHE OPER BERLIN
JUNE 24 & 30, 2016

CARLO GERARD IN

ANDREA CHENIER

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA
SEPTEMBER 9, 14, 17, 22, 25 & 30, 2016

AMONASRO IN AIDA

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

NOVEMBER 5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 23, 27 & 30;
DECEMBER 3 & 6, 2016

AMONASRO IN AIDA
METROPOLITAN OPERA
NEW YORK

MARCH 23, 27 & 31;
APRIL 6, 10, 15 & 20, 2017

CARLO GERARD IN
ANDREA CHENIER ¥
DEUTSCHE OPER BERLIN® g
MAY 13, 17, 21 & 25, 2017

SCARPIA IN TOSCA
DEUTSCHE OPER BERLIN
MAY 28, 2017

SHAKLOVITY IN AL\
KHOVANSHCHINA

BBC PROMS, ROYAL ALBERT HALL, LONDON
AUGUST 6, 2017
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VILLA LA LANTERNA™

24 marzo 1981

Egr.Sig.Mdiveni,

ho molto gradito la sua lettera e certamente,fra

qualche giorno,quando mi recherd nuovamente in Portogallo,

troverd la copia ma a quel tempo lei avrd gid ricevuto la

mia risposta.

Sono lietissimo che l'evolversi degli eventi sia

favorevole ad una mia venute in U.R.S.S. sia a Mosca che,

eventualmente,in Georgia per il Corso.
- Pertanto colgo l'occasione di inviare a lei ed a

tutti gli emici cordialitd vivissime e tanti auguri per

‘una brillentissima carriera rimsnendo,nsturalmente,in atte=
8a dell'invito ufticisle da parte della autoritd competenti.

» 'WAd un pr0ssinio incontro la saluto coridlamgrte
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THE FESTIVAL

Mzia Japaridze
The First Gori International Choir Festival

The Choir Festival in Gori, which was
founded 30 years ago, was renewed after 10
years gap. The author remarks that it was the
Festival of the highest level according to the
quality of its concerts, the program of the
Festival, its dramatic composition and by its
organization.

15 groups (up to 480 participants) took
part in the Festival. Among them were the
participants from Finland, Tallinn, Armenia,
Azerbaijan and 14 groups from Georgia.

The author especially singles out the Azer-
baijan State Capella and the Armenian State
Chamber Choir. The Georgian groups were
named as the favorite of the Festival. Among

them were the Gori Chamber Women Choir
and Gori Children Choir, the Tbilisi Girls’
Choir and the Rustavi Youth Choir.

FROM THE VIEW OF THE YEARS

Gulbat Toradze
The Unique Temur Gugushvili

The article is dedicated to the 65" anniver-
sary since the birth of the outstanding Georgian
singer Temur Gugushvili. The author finds it
really amazing that the singer, even at his age
still systematically appears on the stages of both

Thilisi and foreign Opera Houses, performing

the leading parts of the lyrical and dramatic
tenor. He also takes part in many solo concerts
both in his homeland and other countries.

Temur Gugushvili has no competitors in
this respect in the history of Georgian Vocal
Art but it should be noted that there are very
few analogies of this kind in the world.

FOLKLORE

Sopho Kotrikadze
Philomonoba in Ozurgeti

In the 19 century, the tradition of Geor-
gian church chants was on the brink of van-
ishing. The Russian Empire forbade all of
them in churches. The Georgian Clergymen
were unable to revive the Georgian chants

rendered orally. Philimon Koridze, the opera
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singer who had just
returned to Georgia,
refused to continue
his successful career
in Europe and after
coming back dedi-
cated all his life to
setting all of them to
notes.

On 20 December
2011, the Georgian
Saint Synod acknowl-
edged Philimon to be Saint and called him St.
Philimon Chanter-Devoted to his Nation. The
day is celebrated on 25 July. Over the last few

years, the data is celebrated in Ozurgeti, Gu-
ria, the Saint’s homeland. The article tells us

about these themes.

THE GEORGIAN CLASSICS

Tamar Tsulukidze
The Meeting with the Professional Musician

Classic

The author recalls the performance of the
one of the first Georgian Classical Symphony
Poem “Zviadauri” by Shalva Mshvelidze at

Jansug Kakhidze Musical-Cultural Center. The
author remarks that for many listeners the
strong emotions caused by the performance,
which had not been sounded on the stage for
many years, were really unexpected.

The article also deals with Shalva Mshvelid-
ze musical evening held at above mentioned
center recently, revealing various layers of the
composer’s creative world. The concert was
noteworthy because of the first time perform-
ing of the piano concert by Shalva Mshvelidze,
played by the Brazilian pianist.

GEORGIA AND EUROPE

Mzia Japaridze
The Dialogue of Cultures

At the first Gori
International Choir
Festival, the author
got acquainted with
the representative of
French Producing
Organization “NS
Organization”. This
organization has been
popularizing Geor-
gian Music in France
and besides they have
been helping the
passed warriors fami-
lies who died in the war of 2008.

The “NS Organization” was founded by the
couple Mari-Ani and Serg Poullen, who lead
the company and their daughter is working
there too. The organization has been inter-

ested in peculiarities of the world music and
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Georgia is one of the spheres of their main
interests. In this activity, they are supported
by the Georgian lady, the French linguist Maia
Mchedlishvili.

THE EPOCHAL PORTRAITS

Tsitsino Jervalidze
The Clean and Honest Attitude Towards Mu-
sic Always Helps Me.. . .

In the journal the interview with the fa-
mous Georgian conductor Jansug Kakhidze is
represented, which was held in 2001 and was
published in the newspaper “The Knari”.

One of the main parts of Jansug Kakhidze’s
creative activity was at Tbilisi State Opera. He
was the conductor in 1962-1971, the Chief
Conductor and the Art Director in 1983-2002.
The Maestro talks about his attitude towards
Opera House in general, Tbilisi Opera House
in particular, about the peculiarity of opera
conductor’s work and etc.

In the article, the attention to the first
staging of "Abesalom and Eteri” by Zacharia
Paliashvili at Lodzi Opera House on the initia-

tive and conducting by Jansug Kakhidze, is

paid.

THE FESTIVAL

Otar Tatishvili
Unforgettable Meetings

The article represents the sharing of the
impressions connected with the festival “From
Easter to Ascension Day”, which has become
traditional for Georgian classical music.

The author and the composer has been
connected with the festival for years and he
often participates in the festival. Namely, he

is thankful to the organizers of the festival

for the jubilee-creative evening of three con-

temporary composers (Elizbar Lomdaridze,
Giorgi Shaverzashvili, Otar Tatishvili) held at
the Minor Hall of Rustaveli Theatre in 2015.
The author accents his attention to this
year concert of the festival of one of the great-
est modern pianists Sergei Babaian, whose
decision to perform “Well-tempered Clavier”
first volume (24 preludes and fugue) was the

honor for Tbilisi Musical Society.
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REMEMBRANCE
Giorgi Kraveishvili
Manana Dolidze-
Andriadze

The author recalls
the passed musicol-
ogist Manana Dolid-
ze-Andriadze, who
became 65 since her
birth.

Manana Andri-

adze’s merit first of
all is revealed in it
that she was the first to research the questions
of the theory, history and paleography of the
Georgian chants and left the fundamental
work about it. She founded the Chair of the
Church Music at Tbilisi State Conservatoire
and founded the research school of Georgian
Chants.

It is noted in the article that the Third Sci-
entific Conference was dedicated to this date
of 11 May. The conference was called “The
Problems of Church and Traditional Musi-
cology”. The conference was followed by the
concert.

In the article the attention is also paid to
the book “Remembrance” published in Geor-
gian and Russian languages, which was dedi-
cated to Manana Andriadze’s memory.

THE GEORGIAN MUSICIANS ABROAD
Victoria Chaplinskaya
Giorgi Gagnidze

Giorgi Gagnidze’s, the well-known bari-

tone on the world opera stages creative way is

reviewed in the article. The way started at the
Conservatoire and post-graduate years, where
in Tamaz Laperashvili’s class the author of the
article Victoria Chaplinskaya was his concert-
master. She notes that there was no leading
baritone part left, which was not performed
by Giorgi under the leadership of modern fa-
mous conductors, such as L. Maazel, J. Lavine.
G. Dudamel, Ph. Louste and the others. Due
to his tight timetable Giorgi is the rare guest
in his own country. After 14 year gap, he had
a tour in renewed Tbilisi Opera House in

Leoncavallo’s “Pagliacci”, where he brilliantly

performed Tonio’s part and a few days later in
festival “From Easter to Ascension Day”, at the
Vazha Azarashvili’s creative evening he per-

formed 4 romances in a very interesting way.

CHRONICLE

Rusudan Khojava
A little from the Past till Now

The author - the honorable pianist, teacher,
the Emeritus of Tbilisi State Conservatoire,
Rusudan Khojava gives new life to the history
pages, which refer to the musical-educational
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activity in Georgia. All these was led by Geor-

gian State Philharmonic, which held system-

atically the concerts of the country with the
participation of the best musicians of Georgia,
the concerts were led by the famous musicolo-
gists, the names of those who were connected

with their merit in this activity.

REPORTING

Tamar Chinchaladze-Mari

The Magical Song
The evening held at Zacharia Paliashvili

home-museum dedicated to the unforgettable
singer Jemal Mdi-
vani’s 70™ anniver-
sary since his birth
has become the sig-
nificant event for the
Georgian melomans.
As it was re-
marked at the eve-
ning, Jemal Mdivani
was the wonderful
singer who attracted
the attention of the

Georgian listeners since his first steps on the
stage. He amazed the public with his amaz-
ing singing. The colleagues and the admir-

ers recalled many facts as the proof of above
said. For example, the Georgian singer Eldar
Getsadze recalled the Georgian Music Gala-
Concert held in Germany with the Jemal Mdi-
vani’s participation, after which the article was
published under the headline “How poor was
German Music until we knew about Georgian
Opera”.

THE REGION
The 20 year Presence in Tbilisi

The Abkhazian Musical college celebrated
the important date for their presence in Tbilsi
for 20 years at the Minor Hall of the Rustaveli
Theatre. The teachers and the students of the

college took part in the concert.

The destiny of this traditional college is
very sad because they had to move to the
capital of Georgia. Though they have good
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working conditions in Tbilisi. The college has
continiued to live active life both in teaching
and creative activity. The merit of the Direc-
tor David Okujava of the college should be

noted.

THE CRONICLE

Nino Matchavariani
«The Regional -Opera»

Nowadays when many musicians are
abroad and professional musicians in Georgia
have been left without the theatre, the idea of
founding of one more theatrical group has
been born. The initiator of founding such

group is the Laureate of international compe-

titions Zurab Bukhradze. The first perfomance

was represented in Sachkhere and it was the

opera « Daisi » by Z.. Paliashvili. The same
performance was represented in the Technical
University and Rustavi Drama Theatre.

«The Regional - Opera» is already invited
in many countries. Today they need only

sponsors and financical support.

THE STUDENT PAGE

Anton Kokaia
Tbilisi Open Air 2016

Tbilisi Open Air festival representing in
many genres was held from 29- 31 July near
the new hippodrome of Tbilisi which is now
the one of the biggest Festival in the South
Caucasus.

The Festivalis accompanied by the annual

competition « New Comers ». The aim of
this competition is to discover and promote
the young artists. The winners get the chance
to appear at the Festival. Among the partici-
pants were many popular groups : ILOUD-
Speakers, Me &My Monkey, The Mins and so
on.

This year the special jury and the fans
singled out the Georgian indie-rock band
Bedford Falls. The main participants of the
festival were : the French pop-duo Air, Irish
folk-singer Damien Rice and the British Trip-
hop band UNKLE.

Inspite of many difficulties and challeng-
es, the event was successful. The listeners
spent three pleasant days being at the Festi-
val Tbilisi Open Air.
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A CD enclosed with the magazine contains a sound track for each feature. Since its format is insufficient for

all the details: the titles of the pieces and features and performers, only the title of a musical piece and the

page of the corresponding article are specified. Here is a complete list of the CD recorded material:

1. Ioseb Kechakmadze, “Mamao Chveno”. Performed by Tbilisi Girls Choir. The leader Omar Burduli (feature
“The First Gori International Choir Festival’, p. 2.);

2. Joe Dassin, “Salut”. Performed by Gori Women Chamber Choir. The leader and the soloist Teona Tsiramua
(feature “ The First Gori International Choir Festival ”, p. 2.);

3. Azerbaijanian “Mughami”. The bayati “Shirazi”. Performed by the Azerbaijan State Capella (feature “ The
First Gori International Choir Festival’, p. 2.);

4. Komitas. The Chant. Performed by the Armenian State Choir; feature “( The First Gori International Choir
Festival” p. 2.);

5. Giacomo Puccini. The aria of Cavaradosi from the opera “Toska”. Performed by Temur Gugushvili (feature
“ The Unique Temur Gugushvili * p. 14.);

6. The Folk Song, “Tsani Kovlad Ghirsebit” Performed by the trio “Khelkhvavi’ (feature “Philomonoba in
Ozurgeti®, p. 16.);

7. The Folk Song, “Khasanbegura”. The variant of Philomon Koridze Choir (feature “Philomonoba in Ozur-
geti’, p. 16.);

8. Richard Strauss, “Salome’s” aria from the opera “Salome”. Performed by Tsisana Tatishvili, Z. Paliashvili
Opera and Ballet Theatre Orchestra, the conductor Jansug Kakhidze (feature “The Clean and Honest At-
titude Towards Music Always Helps Me’, p. 28);

9. Khakhetian song, “Ghmerto, Ghmerto”. Performed by folk ensemble “Patara Kakhi” (feature “Folk En-
sembles’, p. 65);

10. Popurri of Megrelian songs. Performed by the ensemble “Odoia” (feature “Folk Ensembles’, p. 65);

11. Ruggero Leoncavallo, the prologue from the opera “Pagliacci”. Performed by Giorgi Gagnidze (feature “
Giorgi Gagnidze  p. 54);

12. Johan Sebastian Bach, WKL. v. 1, the fugue D-dur. Performed by Rusuan Khojava (feature “A little from
the Past till Now*, p. 58);

13. Giordano, Gerards monologue from the opera “Andre Chenier”. Performed by Jemal Mdivani (feature
“The Magical Song’, p. 67);

14. The song “Happy People”. Performed by Bedford Falls (feature “Tbilisi Open Air”, p. 75);

15. Georges Bizet, Carmen’s “Khabanera” from the opera “Carmen”. Performed by Nana Dzidziguri (feature
Nana Dzidziguri’, p. 78).
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